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himself that Sherman would be his staff and reliance if
Grant failed. How far he could have relied on General
Emory as military commander of the district; I do not
know; nor does the President, I apprehend. My impression
is that E. is not to be depended on in civil matters, but
he will be found where he thinks the power is.

February 20, Thursday. The reports of the Commander
and the Engineer of theWampanoag are gratifying. Isher-
wood has exerted himself wonderfully to make his engines
a success and has been sustained by the Department in
that effort. On the other hand, he has been vehemently
and persistently opposed and denounced by a clique under
Porter. There have been doleful predictions of failures of
this vessel, but the predictions have proved false. I am
glad, onlsherwood's account as well as on my own and that
of the service, of this favorable result.

Vice-Admiral Porter is indulging in many intrigues
against Isherwood and the engineers and staff generally,
and is scheming in a way that is not creditable to bring
himself into position in Washington. With some good
qualities as a naval officer, he has some great faults and
is wholly unfitted for administrative duties or place here.
In his restless, suggestive nature, the Department would
experience detriment and the country infinite evil. He
should be kept afloat and in active service, but with a
taut rein.

February 21, Friday. Seward read a letter to-day in
regard to the employment of 0'Conor or Brady 1 to go
out to England to defend the Fenians. He and the Pre-
sident have had an understanding on the subject, which
has been up once or twice before. I question the propriety
of sending out counsel in these cases. Still, there may be
justification.

1 Charles O'Conor, who had been counsel for Jefferson Davis, and
James T. Brady, who had defended General Sickles in his trial.